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Resource Management (Simplifying and Streamlining) Bill 

 

 
The New Zealand Automobile Association 
 
1. This submission is presented by the New Zealand Automobile Association, 

which represents its Members in the development of policies, regulations and 
legislation affecting their interests as motorists and owners and users of motor 
vehicles. The Association represents over 1.2 million members who via Fuel 
Excise and Road User Charges collectively pay over $2 billion per year into 
the National Land Transport Programme.  

 
2. The New Zealand Automobile Association has a 106 year history of interest in 

the construction of roads suitable for the safe and efficient use of automotive 
transport.  

 
3. The New Zealand Automobile Association would appreciate an opportunity to 

present the views contained in this submission and others that may arise 
following consultation with its component 17 Districts in person. 

 
4. The New Zealand Automobile Association broadly supports the intention of 

the Resource Management (Simplifying and Streamlining) Bill. In particular 
the AA supports: 

I. A two stage Amendment process  
II. An evolutionary process which allows for greater continuity during 

the   change period 
III. Substantive changes that 

a. Provide for projects of National Significance 
b. Reduce the opportunity for vexatious objections and appeals 
c. Support the move to National Environmental Standards 
d. Reduces double hearings 
e. Allows Courts to require security of costs 
f. Improve the timeliness of Authority decisions 

 
In general the AA believes these measures will reduce the costs and delays of 
roading projects improving the efficiency of taxpayers funds thereby improving 
the rate at which Road Controlling Authorities can improve the safety and 
efficiency of the roading network. 

 
5. However the New Zealand Automobile Association is concerned with the 

intention of clauses 110 through 120 of the Bill relating to Designations by 
Requiring Authorities and does not believe these are in the interests of either 
the Government, Road Controlling Authorities or Motorists. We are also 
concerned that this has not been addressed in the Regulatory Impact 
Statement. 

 
6. These clauses would reverse the current balance of power between Territorial 

Authorities and Requiring Authorities under the Act. The New Zealand 
Automobile Association is concerned that this will delay future road 
construction as most projects subject to a Designation will not be projects of 
National Significance or subject to Ministerial call-in. 
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7. Currently the decision to create a Designation is made by the Requiring 
Authority under section 172 of the Act taking into account the 
recommendations of the Territorial Authority (under section 171). The 
Territorial Authority only has a right of Appeal under section 174 if the 
Requiring Authority does not pay adequate attention to its or submitters 
recommendations .  

 
8 In practice Territorial Authorities and submitters have tended to load their 

recommendations on Designations with objections to the Designation but 
have rarely been willing to shoulder the cost of an Appeal.  

 
9. The proposed clause would mean that Territorial Authorities would decide the 

Designation as if it were a Resource Consent and Requiring Authorities would 
then have to appeal if the Designation was denied.  

 
10. The AA believes this would greatly slow down the process of Designation and 

reduce its value vis-à-vis the Resource Consent applications. This effectively 
cancels out the point of having Requiring Authorities or Designations in the 
first place.  

 
11. The AA believes that this clause may create more delay, cost and uncertainty 

than the system it is intended to replace and is therefore contrary to the 
intention of the Bill itself. 

 
12. Moreover the transitional effects of changing to the existing Act may simply 

add unnecessarily to the change burden the Bill will place on Territorial 
Authorities. The AA has seen no complaints about the current process of 
designation from Requiring Authorities and questions the benefits of making 
such a change at this time. 

 
13. The AA therefore strongly recommends to the Select Committee that the 

issue of Designations is removed from this Bill as there is little evidence that 
the current regime is not working and that the Designation process be 
reviewed in the second phase of RMA reform. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mike Noon 
General Manager Motoring Affairs 
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